A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Their doubts were further allayed next year by a Papal Bull
confirming their possession of the Church endowments.
The Persecution. By this time, at the end of the year
1554, the great political question was how the security of society
might be made firm and permanent. The English people had
passed through a terrible seven years. There had been an
attempted violent change in religion by a minority over whom
there was no real King, rebellions against this attempt, and the
suppression of these rebellions by massacres; an effort to change
the dynasty, followed by another popular rising, and then yet
another serious beginning of civil war, and then Wyatt's
rebellion. Certain of the higher clergy and the greater nobility
and the Council itself had acted openly against the Crown.
Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbury, after repudiating the
national religion, had supported a usurping claim against the
Queen; Cecil, the secretary of the Council, had abetted it, aad
all the Council at one moment had done the same. The
minority who were for imposing a new religion upon the
English people had had one great success, though only for a
short time; their numbers were not yet formidable, but their
enthusiasm was, and even their numbers were growing; while
every man who had benefited by the plunder of the schools,
hospitals, guilds, endowments of bishoprics, canonries, and
prebends, and the great mass of the monastic land, had strong
reasons for sympathy with a renewal of the attack upon tradi-
tional religion in England and upon the society that went with
it. Enthusiasts could be found who prayed openly for the
Queen's death; there was a continued danger of revolution,
and the problem was how to meet it.
The Emperor Charles V gave good advice, and it seems
probable that Gardiner sympathized with that advice. This
advice was that the danger should be met by prosecutions for
treason only. Such prosecutions would apply to compara-
tively few people—only the great men who had conspired to
change the dynasty and who were undoubtedly traitors by law
(notably Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer), the higher ecclesiastics
who had opposed Mary's accession, etc. The alternative policy
was to prosecute not for treason, but for heresy. To prosecute
for heresy would mean that the charges could be laid against an
indefinitely large number of people—perhaps one-twelfth a of the
1 This was Paget's estimate at the time,
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